Invitation to Contribute: (closing date Friday 22nd January 2010)

UK Community Psychology Conference, 1st and 2nd July 2010

Change Challenges: a conference exploring the links between environment, equality, sustainability & community well-being.

University of Plymouth: Roland Levinski Building

We believe that as psychologists we have a responsibility to contribute to government and community action to protect the environment. Ecological damage and climate change currently threaten continuing life on the planet. The immediate consequences of global warming particularly threaten the poorest and least resourced people in the world (and those least responsible for the problem). As psychologists, we should be contributing our knowledge and skills to support and help to progress the work of environmental scientists, campaigners and activists in areas such as energy stewardship, investment in public transport and encouraging sustainable consumption. 

Psychological theory and practice can help to:

· understand and counter processes of denial

· expose and critique powerful vested interests

· understand processes of participation, persuasion and decision-making

· encourage and enable people to work together toward sustainable futures. 

If we are to survive and thrive, people and societies need to make change happen: as psychologists, we must play our part. 

(From The Birmingham Manifesto: Psychology in a Global Context, April 2007) 

We hope to explore and debate these issues in a participatory, challenging, and inclusive event: bringing together community psychologists and other psychologists with community activists, along with people from business as well as local and national government, to explore how we can use and change psychology together for sustainability, well-being and justice. The conference is supported by Devon Primary Care Trust Child and Adolescent Services, giving us a special emphasis on the role and impact of sustainability for young people and children. We hope to come away inspired for further action, research, projects and networking, with new ideas about how community psychology could contribute and be influenced by national and inter-national debates and initiatives around climate change and our futures. 

Your contribution could be a workshop, a paper with discussion, or a poster, or some other format that we haven’t yet thought of:  we welcome practice and real-world based contributions, as well as those that are scholarly, theoretical or academic.  

We hope your contribution would fit into one (or more) of these themes:

1. Processes of change: social, cultural, political, behavioural, psychological

2. Equality and social justice

3. Climate change/environment

4. Food: its availability/the way we grow it/its impact on global and individual physical & psychological well-being 

Yes, I would like to contribute to 2010 UK Community Psychology Conference

Name:

Professional or community role:

Contact details: (address, email and phone please) 

Others who would contribute jointly (names):

I/we could contribute one or more of the following (please give title and expand with a brief summary of around 150 words):


Short workshop (45 minutes): 

Long workshop (1.5 hours):

Very short paper with discussion (20 minutes) 

Short paper with discussion (45 minutes)

Long paper with discussion (1.5 bours)

Poster or display

Other idea (please specify, giving time needed) 

NB We will normally expect contributors to pay full conference fees, and cover their own expenses (anticipated attendance charges for the two days (including coffee/ tea and nice lunch) will be between £120 - £40 depending on income); a limited number of bursaries will be available to support contributions from those with limited income: please let us know if you wish to be considered for these. 

Yes; please consider me/ and or colleagues for a bursary: reasons are: 

Please return by January 22nd 2010 by email to Lisa Thorne  lisa.thorne@nhs.net  or by post to Annie Mitchell PAHC,  Marjon, Derriford Road, Plymouth, PLY 6BH
